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SAYS ELIZABETH CITY
SCHOOLS KEED $500,000

U. S. Commissioner of Education Says Present
Public School Plant is a Crime Against

Childhood
Elizabeth City needs to spend

110t $250,000 but $400,000 to $500,--
000 in immediate improvements
of its public school system, ac-

cording to Dr. P. P. Claxton, U.
5. Commissioner of Education.
Dr. Claxton and two of his assis-

tants were in Elizabeth City Sat-tmi- av

and Sunday looking over
the public school system. Dr.
Claxton voluntarily came in per-

son to Elizabeth City to look
things over as soon as he was ad-

vised that Elizabeth City would
invest SI. 500" in a survey of its
public school system. ' The fact
that the town will spend that
jum to definitely ascertainjust
what its educational require-
ments are convinced the Com-

missioner that Elizabeth City is
a worth while town and he came
to Elizabeth City to look things
over for himself. He brought
with him his Assistant, Dr. Wm.
T. Bawden and the Bureau's
specialist in social and industrial
conditions. Mrs. .Alice Barrows j

Fernandez These three eminent i

ideational authorities found-

in. tiling flattering to say about
City's school equip- -

me nt.
I sr. Claxton ami la staff condemned

vtry High School Building in which
t' f has been inclined to manifest
-- : prl.K lie said the High School
:. was designed by an architect
,vi .. had absolutely no grasp of school

and that a full third of
money ii.vested in that building had

,i wasted. He found the building de-;-;,.- nt

in light, heat and ventilation.
Hundreds of children are ruining' their
.sight poring over their text books at
ks far from any window or other nat-....- ..

liT.t. Where artificial light is sup-- .
,", i ; rooms, the lights are plain.

:
'.led electric lights, ruin-- t

. - of the children. In one
,j:v,.:;.,.i: r.,..- . scores of small ohildren

wm- i to tne uaugeis ui mr
a ills,

1'mler ft. compulsory education law
v'f Xorth Carolina parents are compell-

ed ro -ul their children to such school
i- :is. lr. Claxton told members of
the r.oard of Education here that if he
livw't in Klizahcth City he would go to
the State courts for relief and force the
binidins of adequate school rooms.

Dr. Claxton?s Ideas
While Dr. Claxton. does not attempt

to anticipate what the forthcoming
seho.il survey will call for, he is very
po-iti- ve in his generalization of the city's
needs. He believes the city should ac-

quire the Geo. M. Scott property sr

the site of the. present High
e!i.r i'.nilding and erect thereon a

liimieri high school building.
Enough ground should be purchased

to provide abundant play ground facili-
ties.

The present High School Building
should be remodeled and enlarged for
the lower grades.

AM buildings should be provided with
ample labratory and work room space
so as to provide vocational education and
manual training for all the pupils.

Adequate buildings for the colored
s'hoo! should be erected, one in the
southern part of the city and one
the southern part of the city and one
in the northern part of the city, and
these should have ample play grounds.

And instead of keeping the children
shut up in certain rooms to pore over
test hooks six hours a day, Dr. Clax-
ton would lengthen the school day and
h.::umn-iiT- what is known as the work-stii.Jy-jii-

system of public school edu-(iitio- ii.

The time of the children would
divided accordingly, every child be-h- i.

so many hours a day in the work
i '"i is or labratories and so many hours

play, both work and play being un-u.- -r

competent instructors.
I'.v the work-study-pl- system the

number of class rooms required is coh-sid- -i

curtailed.
Claxton thinks the city should

"i.d not a cent more than it is ab-

solutely necessary to spend on
juddins improvements, but he thinks

requirements will fall not short
''i 4(U()). He thinks $500,000 would
he more like it.

Education and Religion
J''. Claxton spoke at First Methodist

( Sunday morning and there
sir. -- se.j the educational needs of the

iis he had found them. Among otherli;:s said:
1 here is immediate need in Eliza-"!- .:

City for more and better school
inis. :U!( ttit, people will be asked

" v"te bonds for the erection of these
''t"i!,'iiigs. When they come to do this
t!'".v should remember that by doing it
,!'iy are only permitting their childrento borrow from their future selves in
order tjiat tey may have better oppor.
unities for education, and that they

(Concluded on Page 10.)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN'S
YOUNGEST AND LI VEST

A. R. NICHOLSON
MR. NICHOLSON is the agent of the
Norfolk Southern R. R. at Elizabeth
City. He has held down the agency
here for two years. Before coming to
Elizabeth City he was for two years
agent at Edenton and two years agent
at Suffolk. He is 31 years old and the
youngest agent at any important point
on the Norfolk Southern. The freight
agency of tfie Norfolk Southern here has
wrecked tne h.ea,th of several strong
ugh. out uiis yuuiiu man mcnoison

seems to, know just ho to handle it.
!'He has given the shippers here greater
service than they ever knew before. He
recenty handed the biggest Irish potato
movment in the history of the ity and
section without a hitch or avcar short-
age.

llTArPA DA

v. A MilBUY MOES

Lumsden Farm To Change Hand,
625 Acres For 5115,000

The biggest land deal ever consum-
mated in Pasuotank county was nego-
tiated last Tuesday, whe-- Shelton (J
Scott. C. T. Scott, S. W. Os-

car Davis by a cashVayiiient of $10,000
secured aa option upon the 02."i-ac- re

farm belonging to Mrs. Sarah J. I,nnis-den- ,

located on the Pooltovn road about
four miles from Elizabeth City. The
purchase price agreed upon was 115,-00- 0,

and it is understood that the final
papers transferring the property to Da-

vis and the Scotts will be made over
on January 1st, 1021. The Lumsder.
farm is generally recognized as not only
one of the largest, but also one of the
best farms anywhere in Pasquotank
county.

N. Y. P. & N. PAYS FOR
DIAMOND SHIRT STUD)

Col. Meekins Gets $500 For Sparkler
- Stolen on Cape Charles Steamer

Two Years Ago

Can you make a Transportation Co.
pay for personal property stolen "from
a state room or berth? Col. Isaac M.
Meekins of this city says you can. Col.
Meekins has just accepted a settlement
of $500 from the X. Y. P. & N. R. R.
for a diamond shirt stud stolen from him
while he was asleep on a N. Y. P. & N.
steamer between Cape Charles and Nor-
folk, Va. about two years ago.

Col. Meekins rented a state room on
the steamer and went to bed. He hung
his shirt in the bath room connecting
with the state room and left his dia-

mond stud in the shirt. When he awoke
he foundan outside door of the bath
room unlocked and fats' diamond stud
missing. The matter was reported to the
officials of - the rail road company but
nothing came of it and Col. Meekins
brought suit against the company in the
Corporation Court of the City of Nor-
folk, setting up a claim for $600. The
case was tried this week and resulted
in a mistrial, the jury being about equal
ly divided. The defendants thereupon i

offered to compromise the case for
$500, rather than risk the expense and
uncertainty of a new trial. - CoL Meek-

ins accepted their i

MRS. BLADES SEND LONG
WAY FOR CHILD BEATER

Sends Wilson, N. C. Officer to Elizabeth
City to Get Woman Who Beat

.Her Child

Beulah Riddick, a colored woman for-
merly employed as a nurse by Mr. and
Mrs. Carl Blades of this city was ar-

rested here yesterday upon a warrant
sworn out by Mr. Blades in Wilson, N.
C. and taken to Wilson by a police-

man from that city. The Riddick girl
is accused of having assaulted Marga-
ret, the eleven year old daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Blades. Mrs. Blades and two
children are visiting Mrs., Blades' mo-

ther in Wilson. She took the Riddick
girl with her. After beating the child

'the girl came back to ' Elizabeth jCity
where she wa followed by an officer
with a warrant .

TO PUT 10,000 Got Th Line HP" A tl nrV"T"rv rrnr w--ere a of Talk llNu I U AlVitlMU 1 tit.
ACRES IN SPUDS DISTRICT HIGHWAY ACT

- I

Spectacular,' Development Pro--
jeca in rerqumuuis U)un--"

ty Involving Idle Lands

This newspaper learrts upon in-

disputable authority that a syn-
dicate of capitalists interested in
the development of North Caro-
lina cut-ov- er timber lands has

I just purchased 10,000 acres of de
forested lands in Perquimans
county, between Hertford and the
Chowan county line.

Soil experts have examined the lands
in question and pronounced the soil ex
fellent .for. early Irish .potatoes and the
owners plan to. clear and drain the en
tire acreage at an early date and grow
potatoes.

The deal is one "of far reachicg im
portance to Perquimans and to this
entire section. It not only means the
reclamation of thousands of acres of
idle lands in Perquimans but will jnake
Perquimans a factor in the early Irish
potato deal in this seetion. Perquimans
isa corn, cotton, peanut and tobacco
county and has paid little attention to
the potato.

This newspaper expects to have full
particulars of this big development for
its readers at an early, date.

HOWD YOU LIKE

TO DIE LIKE THIS?
And What's Wrong With a Com-munit-

in Which a Case
Like This Occurs

With church bells pealing all around
him and one church not a stone's throw
away, Chas. Sawyer, 2S years old. pen-
niless and away from home, died without
medical attention after eight weeks of
intense suffering; his death occuring at
the home of his brother-in-la- A. Tj.

Phelps at No. 24 Glade St. Thursday
night, July 22.

llie story ot Uuas. lawyers ueatli is
one of the saddest stories in the social
history of Elizabeth City. He came to
Elizabeth City a sick man about two
months ago to seek relief for rheuma-
tic"' trouble. He had heard there was
one here "who cured by the laying on
of hands." lie was taken seriously ill
upon his arrival here. A physician who
attended him found him at that time
hopelessly ill with rheumatism and bow-

el consumption. The' physician decided
he coudn't do anything for him and left
him to his fate, making no report what-
ever to the lied Cross or any charitable
organization.

The people in whose home Sawyer
was bed ridden are poor people and
comparative strangers in the city. They
knew about the Red Cross, but thought
one had to be a member of it to receive
any benefits. They had belonged to the
Methodist Church at Gum Neck but had
never moved their membership to Eliz-
abeth City and the churches here Ladn't
paid much attention to them.

Mrs. Sallie Boettcher, Secretary of
the local chapter of the Red Cross
heard about the Sawyer case Thurs-
day morning, July 22. She investigated
and found the man in a most pitiful
condition. She immediately called in a
nurse, but it was too late to do him any
good. He had lain in one position in
bed with his limbs knotted and drawn
from the rhematism till the flesh of his
back had rotted away, leaving his very
ribs and arteries exposed. The bed cloth-
ing was foul with stains and filth. The
room swarmed with flies, xattracted by
the odor of his decaying body. Chas.
Sawyer died that night. The Red Cross
had found him too late. The churches
had not found him at all.
-- " The Red Cross purchased a coffin for
the remains and employes of the Eliza-
beth City Iron Works & Supply Co.
made up a purse of ?2S which they
gave to the little widow of the dead
man, who had come to him from her
home in Gum Neck, but didn't know
what or how to do. The dead man leaves
this wife 21" years old and two small
children. She told the neighbors that
all her material wrealth consisted of $30 ;

and a cow. But she was a proud little
woman and did not want to accept the
money that was tendered her. She said
she could sell her cow and pay for the
coffin,, .and she would manage to get
along somehow.

The remains of Chas. Sawyer were
taken to his home at Gum Neck last
Friday night.

Who is to blame for this horrible thing
in this churchly community? The an-

swer probably would include every one
of us.

BAPTISTS AND METHODISTS
EXCURSIONS TO VA. BEACH

There will be at least two railroad ex-

cursions from Elizabeth City to Virginia
Beach in August. The First Methodist
Sunday School will run an excursion on
Thursday, August 5. The First Baptist
Sunday School will run. an excursion on
Tuesday, August 31.

The railroad company is stingy with
coaches this year'and will not give either
excursion more than six coaches this
year. The First Baptists say they can
fill six coaches with their own crowd,
and indicates that few tickets will he
available for outsiders.

h .waited
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BIGGEST STILL

iN. PASQUOTANK
'

300 Galion Outfit in Operation on
River Four Miles From

Elizabeth City

One of the biggest illicit distil-

leries, ever discovered in Pasquo-
tank county was found by U. S.
Inspector C. H. Jenkins and his
men last Friday. The still was
what is known as a steam plant
and its caoacitv' was 300 eallons !

I

a day. The parties who are sus- -
j

pected as owners and operators ;

of the plant were not captured. !

, , !

There was no one around tne
plant when the revenue men
waded in to it.

f

And they had to waae it. it w-a-s

located in a swamp on rasquotanK
mm 1 1 -er, near old fcawyer rerry, auoui ;

four miles from Elizabeth City. It was j

about 300 yards from the rive pret- -

ty well concealed.
The plant had just been in operation

and the officers found on the premises
1,500 folk the

the

dis-

tillers

Moyock
captured

Saunders pend-

ing

Volstead
October
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Following the Pasquotank
snector Jenkins and his men
break into the section Cur- -
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and arrested Saunders that
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placed jail
the October the Federal

Court, default $500 bond.
The same officers looked for still

believed operation the vicin-

ity Burnt Mills, Camden County, but
found only gallons liquor
hidden the weeds back the

Allen, resident that place.
arrested under the

and bound over the
the Federal Court. He gave
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SViVE

Stop! You Automobile Owner! You're
wasting money not using
TYRES. TYRES abso-
lutely guaranteed blow-o- ut proof
and prevent per cent punctures.
Double mileage tire

half by inserting set
TYRES to-da- y. Get touch
to-da- y. Dealers sub-agen- ts wanted.
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MR. WOODWORTH
WANTS DIVORCE

Norfolk Lawyer Against Wife
-- Who Was Once Leader,

unusual
Elizabeth society, in-

stituted Norfolk coun-
ty week when Woodworth
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Guirkin

marriage "Wood-wort- h
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Norfolk lawyer
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COMMISSIONER CLAXTON
METHODIST ARCHITECTURE

examining Primary
Building System
Elizabeth Commissioner
Education Claxton wanted

building.
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dist College. Com-
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architecture
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Hathaway Says

glasses,
3'our ancU glasses both
examined from time,

the place where
afford reason-

able price professio-
nal Remember

your bread-winner- s.

them.

teeth ex-

amined year. Why
They

important,

Hathaway
Optometrist

Phone Bradford Bldg.

Mrs.
meal beer.

three sugar

just been
just sugar

meal bear.
know

kept away
these

they with
them,

here
term

two. jugs
home

Allen
term
bond

costs

with

Citj

Tailor. Balzac
Harris of the.
is the most

in in a nuie in llie wail

Files
Social1

Here" ' -'-i
An action for of in-

terest to City was
in the courts of

W. S.
filed suit for divorce from his

was Mrs. Mary of
prior to her to Mr.

in 1914.
W. S. is a known

offices at Main
St.,N in His home is at

Beach. Mrs. was
the of the late Chas.

of one of
the city's women.

After the death of er Mrs.
spent some of her time at Vir- -

&inia Beaeh and there she met Wood- -
worth and a lively

. It was here soon af--

ter the the couple were
1919

iurs. v ooawortn leic ner ausoana ana
her from

him for
make manv

in his for
and names a Mr. a govern
ment of as co-r- es

Mrs. it is
has been living at W. Bute

!

ON

After the School
of the Public School in

City, TJ. S. of
P. P. to know

the of the He was
it was built for a

"I "so,"

. . , .jfi1 1 1 11 f 1lurae oi eariniy ;

they are in tne arcm
tecture of their the skies."
Asked if he himself were not a

he "Yes, I to the
of God; I you

to the
Church South of God."

If you wear have
eyes

time to
and go to you

to pay a
for real

your
eyes

care of

You have your
a

not you eyes i are
more

. , ' i.

J. D.
I

p
1

999

30 of corn under of
of corn There were j kin. GreenbeM

May Abandon Hard Surface Road Plans For Less
Expensive Type of Road to

Jy Start "

.THE INDEPENDENT
AT 40 CENTS A YEAR

'

Had you stopped to think about it
just that way? Your dollars are now
worth about 40 cents. They. pro- -
bably never will be so cheap again.
By joining THE INDEPENDENT'S
500 CLUB, paying in ten dollars
now, you. can get THE INDEPEN- -
DENT ten years. Think'of it, ten
years for a forty cent dollar a year! .

Your subscription on this ten year
plan will go into permanent improve- -
men's for this newspaper, assuring
you a bigger, more substantial and
better newspaper all ihe time.

Time was when you used to do- -
nate money and buy worthless stock
to keep a newspaper going here.
If you didn't have THE INDE- -
DENT here to-d- a you would be
putting up money to get a good pa- -
per. A ten year subscription at the
ridicuously low price of $10 is the
biggest thing I have ever asked you
to do for THE INDEPENDENT.
Are you with me?

W. O. SAUNDERS.
,

KILLING LOOKS

LIKE ACCIDENT
; Coroner Corroborates Pipkins

Account of Fatal Shooting
Here Wednesday

Night

Jesse Pipkin, a young white man em-

ployed as a cook at the Pasquotank
County chain gang, shot and killed
Charles Hooker a youth of IS, with a
revolver about 10 o'clock i Wednesday
night. The shooting seems to have been

'an accident.
4 The shooting" occurred near the Eliz- -
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aid. Another obstacle has been inability
to sell the'" district's bonds because the
tax levy was not high enough to satisfy
prospective bond buyers.

But even if the bonds had. been sold,
giving the Commission $500,000 to work
with, that sum of money would not
have covered more" than a fourth 'of the
cost; of an.feighteen .foot cemeijt; road
.over .the ..proposed jroate.' u And still there
is. no assurance- - of any substantial aid
from the State Highway Commission.'

This newspaper has contended and

be built by the counties involved, solely
at tlie expense of the counties,' without
a doliar of state or federal aid. On the
basis of a total post of two million dol- -

i lars for the road for five counties, Pas- -
quotank would pay something like four
tenths, or around 8800,000 for that road.
This newspaper does not believe that
the tax payers of this county are will-

ing to assume such an bligation right
at this time.

.Saunders Suggests Plan
it has been known for some time that.,

the Ferebee Bill will have to be amend-
ed, if possible at the Special Session of
the General Assembly in August. What
amendments can be made that will as-

sure the building of the road? Chair-

man "Whedbee's .mission to Elizabeth
City Wednesday may have been to feel
out the Representative from this county
with a view of ascertaining what amend-

ments the Pasquotank Representative
would stand for. Mr. Whedbee has nev-

er made the mistake of assuming that
W. O. Saunders was in any way oppos-

ed to the District Highway.
Mr. Saunders suggested a plan to Mr.

Whedbee which seemed to meet with.
Mr. Whedbee's approval and from which
some agreement can be reached and the
proposed highway realized. It is Saun-

ders' idea that the plan to build a hard
surfaced road be abandoned until some
future time and the District Highway
Commission concern itself at present
with a less expensive type of road which
would be made the foiindation for a
heavy traffic concrete road to be built
whan more money is available.

Nothing less than ' the most expensive
type of cement construction should be
considered in the construction of a hard
surface road oyer the route indicated
because the opening of such road will
be an invitation to such a stream of
traffic as this section has never dream-
ed of. Five .and ten ton motor trucks
will be thrown upon the road in the
handling of farm produce and merchan-
dise of all kinds between Hertford,
Edenton, Elizabeth City and Norfolk.

Abolish Toll Bridge
It would be suicidal to build such a

road on the foundation now available.
A good road bed should be provided
before a single yard of concrete has
been put down. It is the opinion of your
Representative that the District High-
way

N
Commission should proceed with

the expenditure of $500,000 and build
a sand, clay and gravel road as a foun-
dation for the road to coinp. This road
would admirably serve the traffic needs
of this section for the next two or three
years.

t And .before beginning the construe- -

tion of this foundation road the District
Highway Commission should make the
physical connection over the Pasquo-
tank 'River at or 'near .Elizabeth City,
acquiring the present toll bridge or con-

structing a" more' durable and satisfac-
tory bridge at some other point near
Elizabeth-Cit- y. Out of its funds the
, (Concluded on Page 10.) '
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